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HERMIT CRAB CARE SHEET[image: image2.png]



Hermit crabs have a few basic requirements as pets. These are required in order for the hermit crabs to live a long healthy life as your pet. Once you provide the proper tank, humidity, temperature, substrate and food necessities you can then sit back and enjoy your hermit crabs! 

How many hermit crabs do I get?
Hermit crabs are very social creatures. In the wild they live in colonies of 100 or more. It is recommended that you get no less than 2 hermit crabs. The size of your tank and the size of the crabs you want to get play a big role in how many crabs should be in there. There is a basic rule to help you with this. 1 medium size hermit crab per 2 gallons: If you have a 10 gallon aquarium you can hold 5 medium sized crabs. The Hermit Crab Addiction recommends nothing smaller then a 10 gallon tank. Do remember that your hermit crabs will grow and will need a bigger tank. Plus, Hermit crabs are addictive. Most people want to get more right away. It's a good idea to start out with a 20 gallon aquarium if you have enough space and funds.
What supplies do I need?
The Hermit Crab Addiction has a checklist that you can take with you to a store. Here is the reasoning why you need these items for your hermit crabs to survive.
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 Glass aquarium

A glass aquarium is the best way to house your hermit crabs. We call an aquarium that holds hermit crabs a crabitat. The glass is able to keep and maintain the temperature and humidity stable. A 10 gallon is cheap and a great starter crabitat. You will need a cover for the crabitat. Glass or plexi-glass is ideal, if you can’t get those then a mesh lid will work. You will need to cover at least 90% of the mesh lid with saran wrap. 

Plastic critter keepers and wire cages are not acceptable to use for a crabitat. Some people will use a critter keeper for an ISO and keep it in the main tank, which will keep the required temperature and humidity.
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 Substrates
Hermit crabs need to dig. They may do it to de-stress, molt or just because they want to. Your substrate needs to be one that allows them to do this. You need enough to be 2 inches deeper then your biggest crab.
Play sand is the cheapest and best way to go. You can get a 50lb bag for $4 or less. The hermit crabs are able to dig and make tunnels in this substrate the best. Some people when doing their deep clean toss out the sand and replace with new sand. You can also bake it if you don’t want to get new sand.

Compressed coconut fiber is also a good substrate to use. It comes in the shape of a brick. You soak it in salt water to prohibit mold, squeeze excess water out then add the coconut fiber to the tank. Crabs will molt and bury in this also. It has the tendency to attract bugs and mold should any food get dragged into it. Some people have also done a mix of coconut fiber and play sand. 
Crushed coral is a bit on the expensive side, but provides a great source of calcium for them. There are many sizes of crushed coral. The preferred ones are #0 and #1. You don’t want it too fine. Since it’s expensive to use, you will want to wash and bake it and reuse it.
Substrates we do not recommend because they are not good for hermit crabs.

 Gravel shouldn’t be used since it can get inside a crabs shell and hurt their soft abdomen. It’s also very hard to dig in. 

Calcium-carbonate sand is a good source for calcium, but when wet it clumps and turns hard, smells and can mold. You can put a small amount in a clam shell or small feeding dish and the hermit crabs will enjoy eating this. 

Dirt, Bark or wood chips should not be used as they take the moisture out of the tank. Hermit crabs cannot dig in these and some woods, cedar and pine, are harmful to hermit crabs. 
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 Humidity gauge
Since hermit crabs breathe using modified gills, it is important to have a humidity gauge (hygrometer) with in the crabitat. You will find this in the reptile section of the pet store. Their crabitat must have the required humidity range or they can suffocate and die. The humidity in the crabitat must be between 74% and 82% relative humidity. Anything higher then 82% and you have the potential to have mold in the crabitat. 
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 Temperature gauge
Hermit crabs are from tropical regions so they require warmth. Temperature requirements are between 72 and 84 degrees Fahrenheit.
If the temperature drops below 70 for too long, the hermit crabs can go dormant. Unfortunately they don’t always survive this. 
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 Heating the crabitat
There are a few options to choose from for heating your crabitat. You can use a UTH (under tank heater). You will find this in the reptile section of the pet store. You need one that’s the appropriate size for your tank to heat it adequately. You place it under the tank on one side of the crabitat. It is IMPORTANT to give hermit crabs warm and cool sides. 

You can also use lights to keep your tank warm. Many people choose this method because they don’t run the risk of a hermit crab burying on top of a UTH and getting hurt. You need to get the correct wattage for the size of your crabitat. A range of bulbs might be necessary since temperatures in your house fluctuate with the seasons. A tri combo light is the standard to use. You will find this in the reptile section of the pet store. Some owners also choose to have one clamp light and they change the bulbs in the morning and the evening. Recommended are dayglo and moonglo bulbs as they provide natural light without the risk of overheating your crabs. Do not use reptile basking lamps as they will overheat your tank and dissipate your humidity.
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 Extra shells
Because of their soft abdomens, hermit crabs need to wear shells for protection. To get the correct shell size your hermit crabs need, you need to measure their big pincher. The opening must be as big as that measurement. It is recommended that you have 2-3 extra shells for each crab in your crabitat in different sizes. Some hermit crabs prefer round openings and some prefer “D” shaped openings for shells. 
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 De-chlorinated water
The chlorine and other chemicals in tap water can be harmful to hermit crabs. So if you are planning to use tap water you need to purchase a water de-chlorinator. You will find this in the fish section of the pet store. Follow the directions on the bottle. You will also need to de-chlorinate bottled water unless it’s distilled or spring water. Well water must also be de-chlorinated. 
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 Salt water
All land hermit crabs require salt water. You need to use marine salt water. You will find it in the fish section of the pet store. Some brands are Oceanic and Doc Wellfish. Follow the directions on the package. For Doc Wellfish, you will use the instructions for brine shrimp. You must also de-chlorinate the water used when mixing the salt water. Never use table salt!
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 Food 
Hermit crabs have nutritional requirements to maintain color, health and molting. Most of the commercial foods sold for hermit crabs contain ingredients that are harmful, even fatal, to hermit crabs. The best foods for your hermit crabs are fresh fruits, veggies and meats. There is a great website that is dedicated to healthy foods for hermit crabs. Please visit this site and bookmark it for future reference. They are now selling pre-packaged food! http://www.epicureanhermit.com/mambo/index.php
Do not use any table salt or spices on the food. Please be sure to check the safe and unsafe food lists on the site. 
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 Food and water dishes
You will need one for food, one for de-chlorinated fresh water and one for salt water. The one for salt water MUST be deep enough to completely cover your biggest crab. Do not use metal bowls. You can place some small rocks or a fake plant to help smaller hermit crabs out. 
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 Accessories
Hermit crabs like to climb and explore. Adding fake plants, netting, cholla wood, drift wood, cork bark gives them the ability to climb. They also like to hide, so provide half logs, coconut huts and caves they can crawl into and hide. Turtle docks make great second levels so there is more room to explore. They also are great for holding all the shells in the crabitat. Reptile moss is a great item to have in the crabitat. You can place some in a small container, wet it with salt water, and the hermit crabs have a great place to hide and it is also edible! Sponges are optional to use. They will help if your humidity needs a bit of a boost. 
Now that you have the care sheet read, and have provided the perfect crabitat for your hermit crabs you need to know how to clean it! Here are some tidbits to help with cleaning.
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 Daily cleaning
You can check for crab poops, yes they do poop. There is a great article on it here. http://www.crabbytalk.com/index.php?s=poop
You can use a plastic spoon or tea strainer to remove their poop. One thing I have noticed is that if you offer a container of reptile moss, they will use that as their bathroom. 

Remove any food from the night before. Check the substrate for any food they might have dragged off. Dump and replace water dishes with new water. You can change this to a weekly chore if you use an air stone and air pump in the water bowls. They keep the water circulating and keep it cleaner longer. 
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 Deep clean
The majority of hermit crab owners change out their substrate every 2-6 months. Depending on the substrate you use, you can either replace it with new or bake it and re-use it. You bake at 300 degrees for 15-20 minutes. You must let it cool before putting back into the crabitat. You can wash plastic items in de-chlorinated water. Do NOT use soap, bleach or any other cleaning product. Vinegar is a good cleaner that is safe for hermit crabs. You can also bake or microwave any wood items you have in the crabitat to kill mold or bacteria. 
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 Bathing
Most hermit crabs will bathe themselves if you have a adequate sized water dish, pond or pool in your crabitat. Most people prefer that method over dunking them in water. If you can’t have a deep bowl in your tank, then you need to give any crabs that are not dug under a bath. Use room temperature de-chlorinated water in a Tupperware container. Place a crab on their back in the water, you will then see them flip over and start walking around. Do not leave the crab unattended and take them out of the water after a minute. Remember, their gills are modified to breathe air, not water. Have a separate container lined with a paper towel or regular towel and place the newly bathed crab in there for a minute. Once all your crabs are bathed, return to the clean crabitat.
[image: image17.png]


 Molting
All hermit crabs need to molt. It is how they grow. It can happen as often as every month to once every year depending on the size of your hermit crab. There are signs to look for to see if your hermit crab is about to molt. 
· Ashy colored exoskeleton

· Cloudy eyes

· Molt sac, black in color

· Digging

· Extended periods of time in the water dishes

If your hermit crab is missing any legs, you may also see a gel limb starting to grow where the missing leg should be. 

Some people isolate molting hermit crabs in ISO’s. ISO’s can be another tank, or a critter keeper within the main tank. The conditions of the ISO must be good as this is a very stressful time for hermit crabs. Keep the ISO dark, covered and makes sure humidity and temperature gauges are reading correctly. If you prefer your crabs to molt in the main tank, then you can use a cut off 2 liter bottle to cover the crab and to protect him from other hermit crabs. Make sure to take the cap off so air is able to get inside. 

Sometimes hermit crabs molt on the surface. This isn’t normal behavior and extreme caution is needed. Gently get the hermit crab into the ISO or use the pop bottle method. They will eat their exoskeletons so do not throw them away. Depending on the crab he can be ready to go back into the main tank within a week to a month after molting and his new exoskeleton is hardened. 
The Hermit Crab Addiction recommends these sites to visit. You will be able to chat with other crabbers, ask questions and have a great experience.

 We are part of a hermit crab community and a sister site. These sites are dedicated to keeping hermit crab information up to date and all work together as a community. Look for this symbol on websites for proof that they took the pledge! 
http://www.crabstreetjournal.com
http://www.hermitcrabassociation.org
http://www.allthingscrabby.com
http://www.landhermitcrabs.net
http://www.cafepress.com/crabaddiction
http://stores.ebay.com/Hermit-Crab-Addiction
http://www.epicureanhermit.com
http://www.crabbytalk.com
http://www.hermit-crabs.org
http://www.naturallycrabby.com
http://www.coenobita.org/index.php
